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Reading & Northern Announces Changes in Senior Management  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 5, 2018 - Reading & Northern announces the appointment of Chris Goetz as Vice 

President Maintenance of Way and Erik Yoder as Assistant Vice President Real Estate.  

In announcing the appointments of Chris and Erik, Christina Muller-Levan, Vice President 

Administration, said, “along with Chris and Erik, the Reading & Northern has many talented 

individuals with strong skill sets that are beneficial to numerous departments. Chris and Erik’s 

work in MOW and Real Estate displayed that they both have strong leadership capabilities and 

railroad expertise that could be leant to both departments, which are needed during this time of 

exponential growth over the past twelve months at the Reading & Northern.” 

In the position of VP Maintenance of Way (MOW), Chris Goetz will lead the MOW team to 

serve the rapidly growing needs of Reading & Northern’s expanding rail system and new 

development opportunities. Chris has spent the last several years growing the Real Estate 

Department and has displayed strong leadership qualities along with an invaluable railroad and 

construction knowledge which will effectively lead the MOW team.  

Chris has been working with the Reading & Northern Railroad since January 2013, when he 

started in Real Estate and MOW Departments as a Track Worker. In 2015 Chris transitioned full 

time into the Real Estate Department as a Project Manager where he was responsible for the 

management of the Reading & Northern’s Right of Way by overseeing the department’s 

inspector team and coordinating public projects with outside contractors. In 2018 Chris was 

promoted within the Real Estate Department to AVP Real Estate. During his tenure in the Real 

Estate Department, Chris was tasked with the construction management of the Nesquehoning 

Bridge Project.  

Chris has a strong construction background coming from twenty years of experience in the field, 

and prior to working at the Reading & Northern Railroad, Chris owned his own construction 

business as the sole proprietor of CG Custom Builders for six years.  

Chris is married to Reena Goetz, and has two daughters, Kirra, 12 and Mia, 10, along with a 

Siberian husky named Ace, and a sheltie named King. Chris enjoys fishing with friends and his 

daughters, and coaches youth soccer for Hamburg.  

http://www.readingnorthern.com/


In the position of AVP Real Estate, Erik Yoder will be working with Matthew Johnson, VP 

Asset Management and Jolene Busher, Real Estate Office Manager, to continue to protect the 

Reading & Northern’s Right of Way through the support of the department’s strong inspector 

team and coordination with public contractors and utilities. Erik’s intimate knowledge of the 

railroad and his customer-focused approach will a great asset to the Real Estate team.  

Erik has been with Reading and Northern since Fall 2011 when he was hired as the MOW 

Administrator. In 2013 Erik was promoted to AVP MOW, and then in 2014 transitioned to the 

Operations Department as AVP Operations Planning. Later in 2014 Erik reassumed the position 

of AVP MOW when his knowledge of the railroad system was needed in the MOW department, 

and in 2016, he was promoted to Vice President MOW. 

Erik has a college degree from Philadelphia Biblical University, and prior to working at the 

Reading & Northern, taught sixth grade in the Conrad Weiser School District. Erik also has years 

of construction knowledge and experience.  

Erik is married to Deborah Yoder, and has four children; Aubree, 13, Mindy, 11, Wesley, 9, and 

Gabriel, 6. Erik enjoys bicycling, camping, hiking, backpacking, and other outdoor activities 

with his family.  

Reading & Northern Railroad, with its corporate headquarters in Port Clinton, is a privately held 

railroad company serving over 70 customers in nine eastern Pennsylvania counties (Berks, 

Bradford, Carbon, Columbia, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Northumberland, Schuylkill and 

Wyoming).  It has expanded its operations over the last 30+ years and now handles well over 

30,000 carloads of freight and 120,000 excursion train riders over 340 miles of track.  Reading 

and Northern operates both freight services and steam and diesel-powered excursion passenger 

services, owns almost 1,300 freight cars, and employs over 200 dedicated employees. Reading & 

Northern has repeatedly been honored as one of the premier railroads in the nation. 
 
 
 


