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Reading & Northern Railroad to Appeal Judge's JRA Decision 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

October 26, 2018, Port Clinton, PA - Reading and Northern Railroad today announced its 

intention to appeal the decision by Judge Saylor to grant summary judgment in favor of the Seda 

Cog Joint Rail Authority. 

"We are disappointed but not surprised by the Court’s decision, which ignores all of our arguments 

and evidence.  The Court has consistently ruled in favor of the local rail authority and it has been 

clear since the beginning of the case that we would need to seek relief at the appellate level." said 

Wayne Michel, Reading & Northern President.  

Michel noted that the the Judge issued basically a three sentence order throwing out R&N's case 

without giving any credence to the evidence and arguments based on information taken from over 

twenty depositions. Michel went on to note that the Judge's order ignored the following facts: 

JRA ignored guidance from the Pennsylvania Attorney General that indicated they needed to adopt 

a proper bid process and they ignored the Attorney General's offer to assist them on designing the 

process;; 

JRA handed off the process and decision-making to a subgroup of members with a definite bias in 

favor of the current rail carrier, a bias so strong that most of them were later forced to recuse 

themselves from participating in the selection process; 

JRA appointed as Chair of the subgroup a man who owns a business that depends on rail service 

by the current railroad; 

JRA kept this biased process in place even AFTER six Board members were forced to recuse 

themselves from participation in the process; 

JRA hired as a consultant to guide them through this process a man who showed a clear bias against 

the Reading & Northern Railroad during is deposition, and 

JRA changed the way votes were counted AFTER the votes were submitted in an effort to alter 

the outcome. 

http://www.readingnorthern.com/


 
"We knew early on in this case that we would have a difficult time with this Judge when he made 

new law and immediately dismissed our claim alleging that JRA’s illegal and impermissible 

competition with private industry violated Commonwealth law.  That was the real issue at the heart 

of this case, and this Judge denied us our day in court. In effect, this Judge decided it was okay for 

private enterprise to face competition from municipal owned corporations. Imagine if newspapers, 

gas stations, hardware stores, etc had to compete with businesses owned by their local counties. It 

is not allowed under Pennsylvania law and this Judge refused to allow us to make that case in a 

decision that quoted Yoda from Star Wars instead of the law." said Michel. 

Reading & Northern sees this order, which is not even supported by a written opinion, as good 

news. On appeal the case will move to a more neutral forum instead of a local court which has 

given the JRA home turf advantages at every turn.  Reading & Northern looks forward to having 

its day in court as to the JRA’s illegal competition with private industry and to showcase to the 

appellate court what the trial judge chose to ignore: the overwhelming evidence of bias and 

corruption that infected the entire process. 

Reading & Northern Railroad, with its corporate headquarters in Port Clinton, is a privately held 

railroad company serving over 70 customers in nine eastern Pennsylvania counties (Berks, 

Bradford, Carbon, Columbia, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Northumberland, Schuylkill and 

Wyoming).  It has expanded its operations over the last 30+ years and now handles well over 

30,000 carloads of freight and 120,000 excursion train riders over 340 miles of track.  Reading and 

Northern operates both freight services and steam and diesel-powered excursion passenger 

services, owns almost 1,300 freight cars, and employs over 200 dedicated employees. Reading & 

Northern has repeatedly been honored as one of the premier railroads in the nation. 

  

  

  

  

 


