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Introducing Wilkes Barre-Scranton Regional Railroad Station at Pittston 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

February 14, 2023 – Port Clinton, PA – Reading & Northern Railroad (RBMN), Pennsylvania’s largest 

privately owned railroad, will begin operating regular weekend passenger excursion train service from the 

brand-new Wilkes Barre-Scranton Regional Railroad Station at Pittston, PA to Jim Thorpe, PA on 

Saturday, May 27, 2023. Tickets will go on sale at 9:00am on Wednesday, March 1, 2023. More details 

regarding pricing and seating options will be announced in a future press release. 

 

Reading and Northern boasted a quarter million train riders in the Jim Thorpe and Reading markets last 

year. Now, the growing company is focusing attention on the Wilkes Barre-Scranton market. According 

to Matt Fisher, General Manager of Passenger, "The railroad knows there is a strong demand and interest 

for passenger excursions in the Wyoming Valley. What better place to start up passenger service than the 

Pittston property at 718 North Main Street, operating excursion trains to our most popular location, Jim 

Thorpe?” 

 

Mr. Andy Muller, CEO of RBMN, always strives to enact positive changes along his railroad that reflects 

his appreciation of the local communities.  Following influence from the wisdom of his grandfather, Andy 

lives by a set of quotes which guide the business practices of RBMN.  One of which is, “It is not what 

you do, but how you do it”.  To summarize, attention to detail, no matter how small, matters. It shows 

care, thoughtful reflection, and the constant striving to operate with greater emphasis on customer 

experience. As such, Mr. Muller is pleased to announce that the new Passenger facilities construction is 

funded without any public money taken from taxpayers’ dollars.       

 

Planning and groundbreaking has already begun at the Pittston location on a station platform, ticket 

booth, and parking area.  The remainder of the construction will be handled in phases. The area leading to 

the station will be lined with trees and shrubs and will be a fantastic addition to the neighborhood on 718 

North Main Street.  The railroad is well-equipped and maintained to handle the passenger trains, which 

will be the first in nearly 50 years operating from the Wyoming Valley through the Poconos.  

 

The excursion trains will be all-day, round-trip affairs, departing 9:00am sharp from Wilkes Barre-

Scranton Regional Railroad Station at Pittston. The train will make station stops at Penobscot (Mountain 

Top) and White Haven enroute to Jim Thorpe. Passengers will have over 3 hours to explore, dine, and 

shop in the historic town – which is also home to the company’s Lehigh Gorge Scenic train operations – 

before reboarding the train in the afternoon for the return trip north. 

 

Reading & Northern Railroad, with its corporate headquarters in Port Clinton, is a privately held railroad 

company serving over 70 customers in nine eastern Pennsylvania counties (Berks, Bradford, Carbon, 

Columbia, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Northumberland, Schuylkill, and Wyoming). It has expanded its 

operations over the last 40 years and now handles over 34,000 carloads of freight and 250,000 excursion 

riders annually over 400 miles of track. Reading & Northern operates both freight services and steam- and 

https://www.rbmnrr.com/


diesel-powered excursion passenger services, owns over 1,700 freight cars, and employs nearly 300 

dedicated people. Reading & Northern has been repeatedly honored as one of the premier railroads in the 

nation including being named Regional Railroad of the Year in 2020 by Railway Age magazine. 


